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volume set the Encyclopaedia of Aboriginal Australia. This
is only the fourth time that this degree had been awarded,
other than in an honorary form, since the establishment of
the University College in 1937. The last conferral of this

and two in-house editors, and set up complex computer
procedures. The project produced a two volume encyclopaedia with 2000 entries, 1000 illustrations and a million
words, and a CD-ROM version with all that and 300 sound

award was in 1984 when it was

and 50 video resources. In a very

awarded to Graham Connah for his

real sense the Encyclopaedia is a

two books The Archaeology of Benin
and 3000 Years in Africa.
Horton's award recognises his ex-

culmination of a great many strands
of Horton's work in Australian Abor-

iginal studies.
Horton was the keynote speaker at
the 1991 meeting of the Australian
Archaeological Association and from

cellence and distinction in research

achievement, in particular through his

role as General Editor of the Encyclopaedia of Aboriginal Australia (Aboriginal Studies Press 1994). This work
was launched by the Prime Minister,
a sign of its national significance, and

1984 to 1988 he was editor of Austra-

lian Aboriginal Studies, the journal of
the Institute of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Studies. He is cur-

has met with great acclaim. It has

rently an invited member of advisory

won seven awards, including the Australian Award for Excellence in Educa-

panels for the Encyclopaedia of Australian Culture, the Encyclopaedia of

tional Publishing; WA Premier's Lit-

the Australian People and the NSW

erary Award; AIM Award for best

Premier's History Awards. Other influential publications by Horton include an important series of academic

Multimedia Title; CAS Award for 'An
Outstanding Contribution to Australian Culture 1994'; NSW Premier's Lit-

articles on the extinction of Australian

erary Award 1995 Book of the Year.
Horton also produced, with Kim Mc-

megafauna and his book Recovering
the Tracks: The Story of Australian
Archaeology (Aboriginal Studies Press
1991).

Kenzie, a CD-ROM version of the
Encyclopaedia of Aboriginal Australia and, in an affiliated project, he upDavid Horton after being conferred the honorary

dated Tindale's map of Aboriginal
degree of Doctor of Letters by the University of New
Australia (AUSLIG 1996).
England, April 1997. fit*u April Blair

The conferral of the degree of

Doctor of Letters on Horton recognises his long-standing commitment
It took Horton over six years to
to excellence in Australian Aboriginal
complete the Encyclopaedia, from mocking up of the first
Studies as well as the role of the Encyclopaedia of Abordummy in 1988 to publication in 1994. The success of this
iginal Australia in promoting cross-cultural understanding
project, worth some $1.5 million in all, depended on Horof Indigenous Australian culture and enhancing the profile
ton's extensive administrative skills, which he used to oband standing of Indigenous Australians, both nationally
tain funding, coordinate the work of 200 outside authors
and internationally.

Fulbright Symposium: Indigenous cultures in an

presentations were run, provided a variety of media and situ-

interconnected world, Darwin, July 1997

ations in which perspectives could be presented and issues
debated. In addition, almost all the people attending were
involved in some aspect of these various activities, rather
than a select few. This resulted in dancers, artists and political representatives from urban and remote Indigenous communities being placed on an equal footing with renowned
academics, industry leaders, public servants and national
media personalities providing an ideal platform from which

While not strictly an archaeological forum, the 1997
Fulbright Symposium held in Darwin in July, provided
participants with an invaluable opportunity to address a
number of issues pertinent to both Indigenous people and
those working with them. The international symposium
focussed on the new range of opportunities and challenges
facing Indigenous peoples which have been created by the
exponential development of communication technology.
Unexpectedly, the location of such serious discourse was
not the cloistered halls of academia or a high technology
audio-visual laboratory but rather, the lush lawns of the
Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory which
run down to the edge of the Arafura Sea. In this convivial
setting 400 participants, more than half of whom were In-

digenous representatives, enjoyed four days of relaxed interchange of ideas.
And it was not just the setting which was unusual. The

to discuss areas of mutual interest. The symposium also
provided many of the Australian Aboriginal participants
with what may have been their first opportunity to share
ideas on common problems with Indigenous people from
nine other counties.

Session topic areas directly relevant to archaeologists included issues arising from academic scrutiny of Indigenous
peoples and the protection of intellectual property along with
issues arising from collaborative work such as control of cul-

innovative format of the symposium where a mix of cultural

tural material and publication. While some of these topics
were the subject of workshops such as that held by Terri

performances, workshops, displays, book launches and paper

Janke on the application of copyright and intellectual property

60 Australian Archaeology, Number 45, 1997
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Principles and Guidelines for
the Protection of the Heritage

of Indigenous People and the
recognition that governments
around the world should hon-

our and respect Native Title
rights of Indigenous people in-

cluding those that concern
land, traditional customary
knowledge, sacred sites and
documentation of heritage.

This symposium is the
first of the annual Fulbright
symposia to focus directly on

Indigenous issues. The sym-

posium was hosted by the
University of New England,
Panel discussion on Indigenous heritage and the land. Stephen Loring, Arctic Studies Center, Smithsonian
Institution; Chips Mackinalty, Green Ant Productions; and Irene Fisher, Jawoyn Association. Background painting,

courtesy Tommy May, Kimberley Law and Culture Centre. pJu>u Ken Isaacson
laws, others were discussed in panel format. One such session
entitled Identity, Policy and Strategy included speakers from
Australia, India, Indonesia and the United States of America.

the Australian Institute of

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Studies, the Jawyon
Association and the Museum

and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory. The Larrakia
people of Darwin welcomed visitors to their country. The

The outcome of this and many other sessions was the realisation that many of the issues being discussed were com-

mon to Indigenous people throughout the world although
legislation and initiatives for dealing with these questions

varied. Strategies and initiatives also varied across the
range of disciplines and enterprises represented at the symposium with some people demonstrating admirable entrepreneurial skills while others were more concerned with ethical

issues. The various approaches to addressing problems
illustrated the benefits of keeping a relatively broad base
amongst conference participants.
A further innovation was the extensive electronic cov-

erage given to the symposium activities especially the daily
live national and international broadcasts aimed at dissemi-

nating information to people from distant communities
from many different backgrounds. The transmission of
these programmes involved Indigenous broadcasters from
Batchelor College, Top End Aboriginal Bush Broadcasters'
Association and Radio Larrakia and covered topics such as
Indigenous land and development issues among the Innu,
Ainu, Iniut and Australian Aborigines as well as economic,
social and political questions including reconciliation, racism
and cultural identity as well as tourism and community enter-

prise. In addition an audio-visual coverage of the final days'
proceedings went live-to- Web, while the entire programme

was videoed for later editing. There is always a danger that
conferences can be closed affairs with the participants insulated from the outside world but with the intense media

scrutiny and wide dissemination of information, no such
accusation can be levelled against the Fulbright Symposium.
The final session was dedicated to the discussion of rec-

ommendations to be drawn from the symposium proceed-

ings. While no formalised statement was ratified, there
was general agreement over many issues. These included
the acceptance of the need for protection of the heritage of Indigenous Japanese participant Masahiro Nomoto convening a workshop
Indigenous people along the lines of the United Nations On traditional Ainu dance. fitoU Ken Isaacson
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convenor, Dr Claire Smith, along with co-convenors Dr

thinking, a commitment to grounding the discussions of Indi-

Heather Burke, Dr Graeme Ward, Kathryn Wells and Profes-

genous expertise through ensuring non-token levels of Abor-

sor Larry Zimmerman should be well pleased with the success of the experimental format and the outcomes already evi-

iginal participation and months of planning and hard work.

dent from the symposium. The creation of the festival-like
atmosphere which put everyone at ease and facilitated much

June Ross

of the 'interconnectedness1 clearly was the result of creative

University of New England, Armidale, NSW 2351.
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